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Rotherham Women’s Refuge

GUIDANCE NOTES

Please read these notes carefully
before you start to fill in the
application form.



About Us

Rotherham Women’s Refuge (RWR) is a registered charity that provides
accommodation and/or support to women and their children who have
experienced domestic violence and abuse.

RWR is governed by a board of trustees who are elected at the organisation’s
annual general meeting.

RWR has been established since 1977. In 1997 a need was identified to
modernise the provision to enable the delivery of a professional and quality
service therefore the difficult and brave decision was made to close down the
existing refuge and realign the organisation with the polices and strategies
developing nationally.

In 1999 a new refuge was opened, providing short-term accommodation for up
to four families. Initially the refuge was supported by a manager and a refuge
worker. An early priority was identified to secure funding to employ a
children’s worker to work with children of the women who were staying at the
refuge. In 2000 a children’s worker was employed. Soon after a volunteer
service was developed providing much needed additional support.

During 2002/03 the service rapidly grew due to the availability of new
Government funding (Supporting People). This funding allowed the refuge for
the first time to make plans for expansion and recruit additional support staff.
In April 2005 RWR opened 10 newly furnished units of accommodation,
managed on behalf of Chevin Housing Association and developed an
QOutreach Service. RWR is now recognised locally as a quality provider of ac-
commodation and support.

RWR’s funding is derived mainly from the core government fund, Supporting
People and cother short-term statutory targeted grants such as Children’s Fund
as well as annually agreed small grants from the Local Authority. The
remaining funding is made up from donations and income generating activity.

While RWR is based in the Rotherham area it accepts referrals from across
the UK and Ireland and supports those women and children and young people
to access refuge and/or settle in the Rotherham area.

RWR links locally with the Domestic Violence Forum and VOICE (the
voluntary sector strategic network), regionally with the network of domestic
violence service providers and nationally through the Women's Aid
Federation of England.






















